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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
                      Your 2007-08 Officer Team!  From left is Mike Hammer, Treasurer, Billie Hammer,  
                      Vice President, Talibah Al-Rafiq, President, and JJ Gonsalves, Secretary. 
 

This leadership team wants your input and your help! 
Monthly Calaveras Grown meetings are open to everyone.  This organization belongs to all members.                           

 The organization is better able to serve its members if everyone participates.  Please plan to attend: 
 

Tuesday, June 19, 2007 
8:30 AM 

Mark Twain St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Classroom 2 

 

 
 
 

Current Calaveras Grown board members are: Patti Nemee, Bill Vierra,  
Sandy Young, Michael Nemee, Duane Oneto and Sheila Mendoza. 

 

 



 

 
 

Calaveras Grown Supports County Fair Youth 

 
 

 
 



 
 

What an Awesome Calaveras Grown Fair booth! 
 

 
 
 



Don’t Let Heat Get the Best of You on Your Farm or Ranch!  
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Garbanzo Dip 
 

1 (16 ounce) can garbanzo beans 
1/3 cup sour cream 
¼ cup water 
2 Tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
1 Tablespoon olive oil 
½ teaspoon cumin 
1 teaspoon paprika 
1 teaspoon Kosher salt 
3 cloves garlic, peeled 
2 Tablespoons fresh chopped cilantro (optional) 
 
Combine all ingredients except cilantro in a food processor, process until smooth.  Stir in cilantro and chill at 
least two hours prior to serving. 
 

 

Why do flowers drop off vegetable plants? 
Have you noticed the flowers of your green beans, cucumbers, melons, squash, tomatoes, eggplant or peppers 

bloom, and then drop off without setting fruit?  Or do they not set bloom at all?  Some of the reasons behind blossom 
drop or too few blossoms on your vegetable plants may include too much heat, lack of pollination, too cold and 
water stress. 

SQUASH – It is easy to notice blossom drop in squash because squash flowers are so huge and noticeable. Squash 
have separate male and female flowers.  The males always drop off after they shed their pollen.  Female flowers may 
fall off due to lack of pollination.  Blossom drop is often associated with cool temperatures, as bees and other 
pollinators aren’t out collecting and transferring pollen as much when temperatures are down.  Sometimes female 
flowers will bloom before there are any male flowers out.  If you want to help Mother Nature along, you can hand 
pollinate squash by removing a male flower, then rub the pollen producing anthers (top of the stamen) onto the 
stigma of the female flower. 

TOMATOES AND PEPPERS, EGGPLANTS – In higher elevation areas of the foothills where late spring and 
summer nights are cooler, blossom drop in tomatoes and peppers can occur.  Too much nitrogen and water can 
stimulate a lot of leafy growth, but reduce blossoms.  Heat can cause blossom drop as well.  Tomato blossoms drop 
off without setting fruit when night temperatures fall below 55 degrees or day temperatures exceed 90 degrees for 



extended periods.  Cherry tomatoes are the exception, as they will set fruit over a wider temperature range than most 
large-fruited types.  Blossoms drop off if your tomato, pepper or eggplant plants are water stressed.  Deep and 
infrequent watering is best. Mulch also helps to regulate water availability.  Also, make sure your plants are getting 
enough sun.  If they receive less than 6 hours of sunlight a day, they may not bloom.  Also, windy conditions can 
interfere with fruit set. 

Pepper blossoms are even more sensitive to temperature fluctuations during pollination.  Normal pollination and fruit 
set don't occur when night temperatures fall below 58 degrees and daytime temperatures rise above 85 degrees.  
Under these temperature conditions, the blossoms fall off, often before pollination. 

BEANS AND PEAS – Intense heat (generally higher than 95 degrees) or water stress (e.g. under watering) can 
cause beans and peas to drop their flowers.  Snap beans produce more blossoms than they can set pods. 

Sometimes, during a heat wave, beans will drop blossoms, sometimes resulting in what growers call a "split set," or 
two distinct crops of beans in one set. 

CUCUMBERS, MELONS – Cooler weather keeps pollinators from flying.  If female flowers are not pollinated, 
they will abort.  Male flowers always drop, as they don’t form the fruit; they provide the pollen. 

CORN - Corn is another vegetable adversely affected by high temperatures.  The corn tassel (pollen producing part 
of the corn flower) is often killed when temperatures are above 100 degrees.  Injury to the tassel will prevent 
development of kernels in the ear. 

Vegetable varieties vary in their sensitivity to blossom drop.  If you have trouble with one variety, try a 
different one next year.  By planting varieties adapted to the growing conditions in your region, you can avoid many 
of the blossom drop and non-pollination problems.  And remember, some flower drop on these garden plants is 
normal.  Plants generally produce more flowers than the number of fruits than they can support. 

 Please contact the Farm Advisor’s office at http://cecalaveras.ucdavis.edu or 754-6477 with your 
agricultural questions.  Information for this article collected at CSREES. 

 

Calaverasgrown.org 
 

Newly Forming Operational Committees 

Committee    Chairperson   E-Mail 

Membership    JJ Gonsalves   jj@blueskyblueberies.com 

Finance    Mike Hammer   Hammer-m@sbcglobal.net 

Marketing and Technology  Bill Vierra and Mike Nemee info@vierraswormfarm.com 

         mnemee@aol.com 

Board Development   Talibah Al-Rafiq  talibah@calcashmere.com 

Public Relations   Billie Hammer   billie_hammer@hotmail.com 

http://cecalaveras.ucdavis.edu/
mailto:info@vierraswormfarm.com


 Please think about where your interests lie and how you can best the Calaveras 
Grown organization, then contact a committee chairperson and join in! 

 

Adding Value to Your Operation 
 
That’s what Calaveras Grown is all about.  Your website, brochures, television  
programs, road signs, and product stickers all work together to make your product 
more desirable in  the marketplace.  
 
 
 

 
 

Calaveras Grown is Your Organization 
How can you help out? 

 
 If everyone pitches in and helps out our organization can continue to grow and make a real impact for 
agriculture in Calaveras County.  Please thoughtfully consider how you can help.  It can be as simple as asking 
people and businesses to join Calaveras Grown, putting a decal in your car window, proudly displaying your 
gate sign, or attending monthly Board meetings and volunteering to take on projects.  You really can make a 
difference! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to encourage others to join Calaveras Grown! 
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Calaveras Grown is a county-wide marketing and education program to assist local agricultural 
producers and processors market their commodities.  The goal is to bring communities together for the 
support and growth of agriculture, agri-tourism, and preservation of open space in Calaveras County.  

Calaveras Grown is your organization! 


